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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1944 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  New  Windsor. 

% 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report,  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year  1944. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES.— Again  the 
number  of  cases  is  extraordinarily  low. 

Of  Scarlet  Fever  there  were  16  cases,  11  of  whom  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital.  There  was  no  case 
of  Diphtheria.  It  is  interesting  to  record  that  the  number  of 
Diphtheria  cases  during  the  last  six  years,  when  Immunization 
commenced,  was  35.  The  number  for  the  previous  six  years 
was  143.  Other  cases  of  infectious  diseases  will  be  found 
tabulated  under  Table  I  and  their  age  groups  under  Table  II. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  26  new  cases  of  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  and  10  of  Non-Respiratory.  Both  numbers  are 
an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  The  modern  method  of  Mass- 
Radiography  is  a  great  help  in  diagnosing  early  disease,  both  in 
suspected  and  unsuspected  cases.  The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  has  been  much  appreciated.  There  is  never  any  delay 
in  getting  his  opinion.  Treatment  in  Sanatoria  is  sometimes 
delayed,  from  lack  of  beds.  During  the  year  there  were  10  deaths 
amongst  the  cases  on  the  Register. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION.— After  six  years  of 
systematic  treatment  the  percentage  of  children  under  5  who 
have  been  immunized  is  93%  and  those  between  5—15,  96.5% 

During  the  year  331  completed  the  treatment. 

It  is  now  over  two  years  since  a  case  of  diphtheria  occurred 
amongst  the  children. 
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THE  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE.— A  full  report  upon  the 
work  of  these  Centres  will  be  found  in  the  Health  Visitor’s  Report. 
It  is  now  35  years  since  the  first  Welfare  Centre  was  opened— 
amongst  the  first  in  England.  It  was  the  enthusiasm  of  a  few 
voluntary  helpers  that  made  it  possible,  and  we  still  owe  gratitude 
to  the  present  voluntary  helpers  for  their  work  in  our  two  Centres 
having  three  sessions  a  week. 

Miss  McAllister  (Health  Visitor)  has  now  Miss  Chick  as  a 
second  Health  Visitor  to  cope  with  the  increased  work. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. — These  are  held  on  the  first  and 
second  Mondays  in  each  month,  at  the  Maternity  Home  and 
the  Clinic.  During  the  year  there  were  409  attendances  by 
128  Mothers.  Abnormal  cases  are  referred  to  the  specialists  at 
Windsor  Hospital. 

HOMES  FOR  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN . — Under  a  joint 
scheme  with  the  Berks  County  Council,  Burnell  House,  Bolton 
Avenue,  was  opened  in  July  for  .the  reception  and  care  of  illegiti¬ 
mate  babies  and  their  mothers.  At  the  end  of  the  year  15 
mothers  and  babies  were  accommodated.  There  is  room  for  20. 

WAR-TIME  NURSERIES.— (1)  Thames  Street  ;  (2)  The 

Lawns,  Clewer.  The  average  attendance  is  (1)  25  ;  (2)  35. 

The  general  health  of  the  children  has  been  good  and  they  have 
been  free  from  serious  illness  and  infection.  These  Nurseries 
will  surely  find  a  place  in  our  peace-time  planning,  whatever 
name  is  given  them. 

THE  QUEEN’S  NURSES.  -The  work  done  by  our  two  nurses 
has  been  excellent  and  much  appreciated.  I  trust  we  shall  soon 
be  able  to  employ  another.  There  are  still  people  who  do  not 
realise  the  benefits  of  this  Provident  Scheme. 

HOME  HELPS. — The  Red  Cross  took  over  the  responsibility 
of  providing  a  Home  Help  and  she  commenced,  duty  in  October. 
In  the  three  months  she  made  220  visits.  The  Red  Cross  also 
provided  Nursing  Aid  during  the  year. 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES  AND  DIRTY  HEADS.— At  the 

Clinic  run  by  the  Red  Cross  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Civil 
Defence,  70  cases  were  treated  and  there  were  587  attendances. 

EMERGENCY  SICK  BAY,  95,  Alma  Road.— During  the  year 
224  cases  were  admitted.  Of  this  number  49  were  Windsor 
children.  With  so  many  mothers  engaged  in  war  work  I  have 
found  the  Bay  a  great  boon.  The  Matron  and  Staff  have  done 
excellent  work. 
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THE  BRITISH  RESTAURANT. — The  number  of  people  using 
the  Restaurant  has  fallen,  which  one  would  expect,  owing  to  the 
drift  back  of  evacuees.  Breakfasts,  Luncheons  and  Teas  are 
provided  and  a  meal  is  served  occasionally  on  Sundays  for 
special  parties. 

MILK  AND  DINNER  IN  SCHOOLS. — There  are  five  Meals 
Centres.  The  percentage  of  children  having  Milk  is  88%  and 
for  Meals  45%. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — Monthly  analysis  of  the  water  is  done  and 
the  report  is  highly  satisfactory.  The  water  from  the  trial  bore 
at  Dedworth  has  been  used  to  a  limited  extent. 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. — A  special  cot  is  available 
for  use  in  the  homes  and  admission  to  Windsor  Hospital  is 
arranged  if  necessary. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES.— The  Report  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Arnold,  records  a  year  of  excellent  work. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1944. 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis.) 

Table  I. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

11 

Erysipelas  ... 

7 

5 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

1 

— 

Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

3 

1 

Table  II. 

Age  Groups  of  the  Notified  Cases. 


Disease 

Under 

1 

Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

and 

over 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

8 

3 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Meningitis 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

1 
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Table  IIT. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944. 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

De 

aths. 

Respiratory 

Non-. 

Resp. 

Respiratory 

Non- Resp. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  years 

1  year 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  years 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  years 

2 

4 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

25  years 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

35  years 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  years 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  years 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  plus 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

15 

11 

5 

5 

3 

7 

— 

— 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DOUGLAS  CROFTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Health  Visitor 

For  the  Year  1944 

To  The  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  respectfully  submit  my  Report  upon  the  work 
done  during  the  year  1944. 

Resident.  Non-Resident.  Total. 
Number  of  Births  notified  ...  345  439  784 

Number  of  Still-Births  notified  12  25  37 

The  number  of  resident  births  has  been  adjusted  to  include 
those  babies  of  residents  who  were  born  in  Hospitals  outside  the 
Borough,  and  who  have  been  transferred  back  to  the  district. 

The  births  of  non-resident  families  have  been  transferred  to 
their  own  districts  in  a  similar  manner. 

There  are  approximately  1,508  children  under  5  years  of  age 
resident  in  the  Borough. 

All  evacuated  children  under  school  age,  of  whom  information 
has  been  received,  have  been  visited  and  given  information 
concerning  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  have  been  made  : 


To  infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2521 

To  children  1  to  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  2259 

First  visits  to  infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  398 

Special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

In  connection  with  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  ...  12 

In  connection  with  Still-Births  ...  ...  ...  10 

In  connection  with  the  adoption  of  children .  14 

To  Registered  boarded-out  children  ...  ...  ...  47 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5343 

Included  in  these  numbers  : 

Visits  to  individual  families  ...  ...  ...  ...  4436 

In  connection  with  immunization  ...  ...  ...  36 

In  connection  with  measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 
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THE  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

A  meeting  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  Committee  is  held 
quarterly,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Alderman  Harris. 

Owing  to  the  large  attendances  at  the  Centres,  it  was  decided 
to  hold  an  additional  weekly  session  of  the  Clewer  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  on  Thursdays.  This  was  commenced  in  September  and 
had  has  the  desired  effect  of  reducing  the  overcrowding. 

An  additional  monthly  session  of  the  Windsor  Centre  is  held 
on  the  Wednesdays  preceding  the  first  Friday  in  each  month, 
and  was  started  in  October,  which  relieves  the  crowded  attend¬ 
ances  at  the  Toddlers’  Clinic. 

A  questionnaire  was  circulated  in  September  to  the  fifty 
mothers  attending  the  Centres  from  outside  the  Borough,  to 
ascertain  as  far  as  possible,  their  reasons  for  attending  the  Windsor 
and  Clewer  Clinics.  After  consideration  of  their  replies,  it  was 
decided  that  at  present  the  Centres  should  remain  open  to  all 
those  wishing  to  attend.  The  extra  sessions  have  made  addit¬ 
ional  work  for  the  staff  of  voluntary  helpers,  who  have  given 
invaluable  assistance  in  running  the  Centres.  364  infants  under 
1  year  made  their  first  attendance  at  the  Centres.  As  there 
were  only  345  resident  live  births  notified  during  the  year  the 
attendance  exceeded  100%  by  5. 

The  fo  lowing  attendances  were  made  at  both  Centres  during 
the  year,  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  are  given  for  com¬ 
parison  : 

Windsor.  Clewer. 


1944 

1943 

1944 

1943 

Infants  under  1  year 

3542 

3329 

2292 

2427 

Children  1  to  5  years 

Total  attendance  of  Infants 

2207 

2299 

1691 

979 

and  Toddlers 

5749 

5628 

3983 

3406 

Average  attendance  pensession 
Attending  for  the  first  time — 

120 

118 

70 

74 

(a)  Infants  under  1  year 

228 

200 

136 

97 

(6)  Children  1  to  5  years 

49 

30 

24 

30 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

277 

230 

160 

127 

THE  TODDLERS’  CLINIC. 

The  special  Clinic  for  Toddlers  between  the  ages  of  2  and 
5  years  is  held  monthly  at  each  Centre.  The  children  are 
examined  by  the  Medical  Officer,  whose  notes  on  the  child’s 
pre-School  health  are  passed  on  to  the  School  Medical  Department 
when  the  child  enters  School. 


9 


Attendances  at  these  Clinics  :  Windsor  277,  Clewer  118  ; 
total  395.  An  increase  of  116  over  last  year. 

The  total  attendance  of  Toddlers  at  the  ordinary  sessions  : 
3898. 

FOOD  AND  DRIED  MILK. 

The  work  of  the  sales  department  at  the  Centres  has  continued 
to  increase,  as  the  following  figures  show. 

Value  of  food,  etc.,  purchased  for  sale  and  free 
distribution  :  £  .s  d. 

January  to  December,  1942  .  1611  19  5 

„  „  „  1943  .  1907  7  9 

„  „  „  1944  .  2291  10  9 

The  amount  this  year  is  more  than  five  times  the  figure  for 
1938,  which  was  only  £425  7s.  5d. 

Approximately  54  people  have  received  free  food  from  the 
Centres.  Some  of  these  for  a  short  time  during  the  year  only. 

THE  ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

The  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinic  is  held  on  the  second 
Monday  of  each  month  at  the  Clinic,  Victoria  Street,  at  3  p.m. 
The  attendances  number  123  and  10  respectively. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  numbers  attending  the 
Clinic  at  the  Princess  Christian’s  Maternity  Home. 

BOARDED-OUT  CHILDREN. 

There  are  8  children  registered  under  the  Children  Acts, 
and  6  persons  are  registered  as  foster  parents.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  year  there  were  5  children  registered.  During  the  year 
7  additional  children  have  been  registered  and  the  names  of  4 
removed  from  the  register.  Forty-seven  visits  have  been  made 
in  this  connection. 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  (REGULATION)  ACT,  1939. 

There  are  4  children  registered  under  the  Act.  Fourteen 
visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  adoption  of  children. 

DIPHTHERIA  PREVENTION. 

An  Immunization  Clinic  is  held  every  fortinght,  alternately 
at  Windsor  Clinic,  Victoria  Street,  and  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
Vale  House,  Clewer. 

During  the  year  222  children  under  school  age  have  received 
full  immuniaztion.  Approximately  93%  are  immunized.  The 
parents  are  urged  to  bring  the  children  as  soon  as  they  reach  the 
age  of  11  months. 
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GOVERNMENT  VITAMIN  SUPPLEMENTS. 

The  Vitamin  supplements  (Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Orange  Juice) 
are  distributed  at  the  Centres.  They  can  also  be  obtained  at  the 
Food  Office. 

Quantities  of  other  preparations  containing  vitamins  A  and  D 
are  also  distributed  at  the  Centres,  apart  from  the  Government 
provision.  785  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  7347  bottles  of 
Orange  Juice,  under  the  Government  scheme,  have  been  issued 
from  the  Welfare  Centres  during  the  year. 

STAFF. 

Miss  Chick  took  up  her  appointment  as  additional  Health 
Visitor,  on  January  17th,  and  is  a  very  valuable  colleague. 

Owing  to  the  increase  of  work,  both  at  the  Centres  and  in  the 
office,  Miss  Ford  was  appointed  temporary  General  assistant  and 
Junior  Clerk  on  September  4th,  but  was  only  able  to  stay  until 
October  21st,  when  she  returned  to  her  own  home  with  her 
family.  Miss  Anderson  was  appointed  to  take  her  place  and 
commenced  her  duties  on  November  20th. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

a.  i.  McAllister, 

Senior  Health  Visitor. 


x 
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Annual  Report 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1944 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  New  Windsor. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report 
for  the  year  1944. 

HOUSING. 

The  Council  are  fully  aware  of  the  urgent  need  for  more 
houses.  There  are  62  dwellings  on  which  demolition  orders  were 
made  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war  still  in  use,  and  I  estimate 
that  at  least  360  others  are  in  such  a  condition  that  their 
demolition  is  necessary  without  delay.  The  use  of  small  houses 
by  more  than  one  family  is  common  and  causes  much  trouble. 

The  construction  of  the  flats  at  Chelmsford  House  and  the 
Sheet  Street  properties  has  helped  in  reducing  the  numbers  of 
badly  housed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  proposed  flats  at 
Lawrence  House  will  be  completed  during  1945.  The  problem 
is  urgent  and  difficult,  and  no  opportunity  of  converting  any 
large  houses  suitable  for  flats  should  be  missed.  I  think  the 
hardest  part  of  your  Inspectors’  duties  during  the  year  was  to 
listen  to  the  many  pitiful  requests  for  help  in  obtaining  living 
accommodation  from  the  wives  of  men  serving  in  the  Forces. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Forty-six  new  cases  of  overcrowding  came  to  the  notice  of 
the  Department  during  the  year.  Of  these  14  were  abated. 
There  were  38  cases  on  the  books  at  the  beginning  of  1944  and, 
of  these,  13  have  been  abated  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
known  cases  of  overcrowding  existing  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  57. 

SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES. 

During  the  year  555  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances  were 
discovered  ;  165  informal  and  41  formal  notices  were  served 
requiring  abatement  of  the  defects  or  nuisances.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  43  informal  and  20  formal  notices  had  not  been  compiled 
with. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  an  owner  for  failing 
to  comply  with  a  notice.  An  Order  was  made,  a  fine  of  £5 
inflicted  and  3  guineas  costs  awarded. 
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RENT  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS. 

Complaints’  received  and  action  taken  are  set  out  below  : 


Total  Number  of  Cases. 

Furnished  ...  ...  ...  4  Unfurnished  ...  ...  ...  9 


No. 

Furnished. 

1 

22/6  per  wk. 

1  room 

Advised  tenant  to  apply  to  County  Court. 
Tenant  vacated  room  before  any  further  action 
taken. 

2 

60/-  per  wk. 

2  rooms 

After  informal  action,  sub-tenant  billeted  on 
occupier  at  5s.  per  week  for  each  of  4  persons. 

3 

50s.  per  wk. 

1  room 

Originally  taken  as  holiday  accommodation. 
After  two  weeks  rent  reduced  to  30s.  per  week. 
On  being  interviewed  landlady  offered  to  refund 
£2  for  first  two  weeks. 

4 

42/-  per  wk. 

3  rooms  and 
use  of 
bathroom. 

1 

Complaint  unfounded. 

Tnfurnished. 

5 

20/-  per  wk. 

House 
consisting 
of  5  rooms. 

After  informal  action,  owner  reduced  rent  to 
12/6  per  week  and  refunded  overpaid  rent  for 
past  two  years. 

6 

15/-  per  wk. 

2  rooms 

After  informal  action  rent  was  reduced  to  10/- 
per  week. 

7 

15/2  per  wk. 

House 
consisting 
of  5  rooms. 

After  informal  action  owner  reduced  rent  to 
11/04  per  week.  Overpaid  rent  refunded 

8 

32/2  per  wk. 

House 
consisting 
of  8  rooms 

Rent  increased  9d.  in  respect  of  increased  rates. 
Permissible  increase  5d.  Owner  reduced  rent 
to  1  11s.  lOd. 

9 

10/-  per  wk. 

3  rooms 

Complaint  unfounded. 

10 

21/-  per  wk. 

3  rooms 

Advised  tenant  to  apply  to  County  Court  for 
rent  to  be  fixed. 

11 

25/-  per  wk. 

Whole 

House 

House  purchased  when  empty.  No  record  of 
of  previous  rent. 

12 

£25  per  qtr. 

Whole 

House 

Rent  paid  by  previous  tenant  £13  10s.  per 
quarter.  On  advice  given,  tenant  forwarded 
this  amount  to  landlord,  which  was  accepted. 

13 

25/-  per  wk. 

3  rooms  & 
Scullery 

Rent  paid  by  previous  tenant  £1  per  week. 
Advised  tenant  that  amount  overcharged  was 
recoverable  from  future  rent  due. 

COMPLAINTS. 

Three-hundred  and  thirty-eight  complaints  were  received 
during  the  year. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Slaughter  House. — The  number  of  inspections  made  at  the 
Government  Slaughter  House  was  492.  The  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  was  less  by  1,602  than  in  1943,  the  reduction  being 
mainly  in  sheep. 
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The  Table  below  shows  the  diseases  and  weight  of  meat 
condemned. 


Weight 

Bulls 

Steers 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

in  lbs. 

No.  Killed 

30 

298 

306 

303 

1541 

3335 

31 

5844 

No.  Inspected  ... 

30 

298 

306 

303 

1541 

3335 

31 

5844 

— 

All  Diseases 
except  Tuberculosis : 
Whole  Carcases 
Condemned — 
Pneumonia 

i 

1 

351 

Pyaemia 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

54 

Totals 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

405 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  Organ 
was  Condemned — 

Abscesses 

2 

19 

24 

19 

9 

8 

— 

81 

1194 

Actinomycosis  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

45 

Arthritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Bruising  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

—  ' 

2 

4 

43 

Cavernous  Angioma 

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

122 

Cirrhosis 

1 

8 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

29 

122 

Cysts 

10 

4 

1 

— 

9 

— 

24 

383 

Distomatosis 

1 

10 

16 

12 

— 

27 

— 

66 

652 

Other  Parasites  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

120 

— 

120 

252 

Injury  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

7 

Melanosis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

25 

Necrosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

24 

Nephritis 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Neoplasm 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

3 

18 

Pleurisy  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

O 

O 

36 

Pneumpnia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19 

— 

20 

44 

Urticaria 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

15 

Totals 

4 

53 

67 

44 

13 

183 

7 

371 

3393 

Percentage  of  No.  of 
Animals  Inspected 
affected  with  Disease 
other  than  Tubercu¬ 
losis 

13.3 

17.79 

22.22 

14.52 

.84 

5.5 

22.58 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  Carcases 

- 

Condemned  . . . 

1 

8 

— 

2 

— 

— 

11 

5882 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  Organ 
was  Condemned... 

6 

39 

80 

33 

1 

— . — 

5 

164 

6224 

Totals 

6 

40 

88 

33 

3 

— 

5 

175 

12106 

Percentage  of  No.  of. 
Animals  Inspected 
affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

20.0 

13.42 

28.76 

10.9 

.19 

— 

16.13 

14 


WHOLESALE 

MEAT  STORES. 

Inspections 
exmained  : 

numbered 

402 

The  following  carcases 

were 

Bulls 

11 

Pigs 

111 

Steers 

1 

Calves 

248 

Heifers 

3 

Cows 

102 

j 'L  otal  . . .  •  •  • 

564 

Sheep 

•  •  •  •  • 

88 

— 

During  the  year  the  Council  complained  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food  and  to  the  District  concerned  regarding  the  carcases  of 
three  cows  sent  into  the  Depot  from  a  slaughter-house  outside 
the  district. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  meat  condemned  at  the  Depot  : 


Beef,  English 

4561bs. 

...  Tuberculosis. 

„  English 

2581bs. 

...  Emaciation. 

,,  English 

711bs. 

Oedema. 

,,  English 

5lbs. 

...  Haemorrhages. 

„  Imported 

341bs. 

Decomposition. 

Pork,  English 

281bs. 

...  Tuberculosis. 

„  English 

21bs. 

. . .  Bruising. 

,,  Imported 

901bs. 

Moulds. 

Canned  Corned  Beef 

6001bs. 

Punctured  and  decomposition. 

Imported  Lamb  Livers 

601bs. 

...  Moulds. 

1, 6041b  s. 

BUTCHERS’ 

SHOPS,  ETC. 

The  following  meat 

was  condemned  from  Butchers’  Shops 

and  other  premises  : 

Beef,  Imported 

18lbs. 

. . .  Bruised. 

„  Imported 

301bs. 

...  Decomposition. 

„  Imported 

1  ldlbs. 

...  Muscle  Fibrosis. 

,,  English 

941bs. 

Bone  Taint. 

„  English 

35lbs. 

...  Muscle,  Blood  Splashed. 

„  English 

41b  s. 

...  Abscess. 

Lamb,  Imported 

41bs. 

. . .  Suppuration. 

Livers,  Imported  Pigs 

591bs. 

Decomposition. 

Pork,  Imported 

2651bs. 

. . .  Moulds. 

,,  English 

l,0241bs. 

Swine  Fever. 

Total 

.  w 

l,6521bs. 
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The  meat  condemned  for  Swine  Fever  consisted  of  17  carcases 
of  contacts,  slaughtered  on  a  farm  in  the  district.  The  number 
of  condemnations  was  15. 


OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  following  list  of  foods  was  condemned  at  other  food 


premises  : 

Bacon  50  lbs. 

Bread,  Biscuits,  Buns  and  Puddings  ...  ...  ...  119  lbs. 

Cake,  Puddings  and  Biscuit  Mixtures  ...  ...  ...  249  lbs. 

Cereals  .  171  lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97  lbs. 

Condiments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lOflbs. 

Cooked  Meats,  Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146  lbs. 

Eggs  (shell) .  58  lbs. 

Fats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6|lbs. 

Fish  and  Fish  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  178  lbs. 

Flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  249|lbs. 

Fruit  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  77  lbs. 

Fruit,  Dried  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  lbs. 

Poultry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7£lbs. 

Soups  and  Vegetables  (dried)  ...  ...  ...  ...  678flbs. 

Sugar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152|lbs. 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lOflbs. 

Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,968  lbs. 

Yeast  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  lbs. 


Bottled  Foods — 

Fish  and  Meat  Pastes 
Fruit 

Pickles  ...  -  ... 

Preserves 

Vegetable  Extracts 

Canned  Foods — 

Fish  ..t 

Fruit 

Meat 

Milk  . 

Preserves 

Vegetables  and  Soups 
Total 


3|lbs. 
21  lbs. 
82  lbs. 
54  lbs. 
3  lbs. 


317  lbs. 

37  lbs. 
479  lbs. 
443  lbs. 
177  lbs. 
182  lbs. 


13,097  lbs. 


These  foods  were  condemned  for  a  variety  of  causes,  e.g., 
decomposition,  blown  tins,  damage  by  enemy  action,  maggot 
infestation,  and  contamination  by  mice.  The  number  of  con- 
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demnations  was  172.  In  practically  every  case  these  foods  are 
brought  to  the  office  by  the  traders,  as  on  my  certificate  of 
unfitness  they  are  able  to  obtain  replacements.  In  one  instance 
135  packets  of  Breakfast  Cereal,  which  was  maggotty,  were 
exposed  for  sale  and  1 1  packets  deposited  for  the  purpose  of  sale. 
The  Council  instituted  legal  proceedings  against  the  vendor  on 
two  charges.  A  fine  of  £2  was  inflicted  in  each  case,  with  £5  5s. 
costs. 

In  another  instance,  a  chicken  was  sold  which  when  opened 
was  found  to  be  tubercular.  In  this  case  the  vendor  was  warned 
by  the  Council. 

DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

All  condemned  meat  from  the  Slaughterhouse,  Depot  and 
Butchers’  Shops  is  coloured  green,  and  removed  by  a  Government 
Contractor  for  utilisation  in. purposes  other  than  human  food. 
Other  unsound  foodstuffs  are  dealt  with  in  accordance  with 
instructions  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

KNACKER’S  YARD. 

These  premises  were  closed  in  April,  the  Council  having 
refused  to  renew  the  licence  granted  as  the  premises  had  not  been 
kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  were  insufficient  for  the 
amount  of  slaughtering  being  carried  on.  The  action  of  the 
Council  resulted  in  a  petition  being  sent  in  and  also  a  deputation 
being  sent  to  interview  me  on  the  matter. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  time  the  premises 
were  in  use  was  149  and  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was 
397. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  samples  of  Food 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis,  the 
results  of  such  analysis  and  action  taken  : 
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Article 

Number  Examined 

Number  Adulterated 

|  In- 

Formal  j  formal 

Private 

Total 

Formal 

In¬ 

formal 

Private 

Total 

Milk  . 

28 

28 

I 

1 

Butter 

5  -v 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Margarine 

4 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lard 

4 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pork  Sausages 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grape  Fruit  Squash 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Paste 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cocoa 

- 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Self-Raising  Flour 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Soya  Flour 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sweetened  Cake 
Flour 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

— _ 

_ 

_ 

Pudding  Mixture 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Choc.  Blancmange 
Powder 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

__ 

_ 

Dessert  Mould 

• 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cake 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tea 

.  — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Breakfast  Food  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-  — 

— 

Malt  Extract  Tab’ts. 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fruit  Sauce 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curry  Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dried  Soup 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sage  and  Onion 
Stuffing 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

• 

— 

— 

tacilt  •  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Celer|y  Salt 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gelatine  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Flavouring 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Citric  Acid 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Quinine  Tablets  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Compd.  Liquorice 
Powder 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Chemical  Food  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Epsom  Salts 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Boric  Ointment  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Cough  Syrup 

- 

2 

— 

2 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Nerve  Tonic 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aspirin 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— . 

- 

— 

Eucalyptus 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syrup  of  Figs 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

43 

50 

93 

1 

- 

— 

1 

In  addition,  58  samples  of  milk  were  examined  at  the  office  by  the 
Gerber  test,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 
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List  of  Adulterated  Samples. 


Serial 

Num¬ 

ber 

Article 

Formal 

Informal 

Private 

Nature  of 
Adulteration  or 
Irregularity 

Observations 

101 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

1 

19.66%  deficient  in  fat  ... 

Sample  was  from  dairy¬ 
man  from  outside  the 
Borough.  Letter  of  warn¬ 
ing  sent.  Dairyman  re¬ 
plied  that  two  producers 
had  been  delivering  milk 
deficient  in  fat  to  his 
dairy.  He  had  informed 
the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  of  the  District. 

MILK — SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS. 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

Number  of  samples  taken 
Passed  both  tests 
Failed  Methylene  Blue  test 
Failed  Coliform  test 
Failed  both  tests 

Pasteurised. 

Number  of  samples  taken 
Passed  both  tests 
Failed  Phosphatase  test 
Failed  Plate  Count 

Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  {Animal  Inoculation). 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Passed  ...  . 

Failed  (contained  Living  Tubercle  Bacilli) 


14 

4 

5 
2 
3 


20 

19 

1 


45 

38 

7 


The  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  submitted  for  examin¬ 
ation  gave  poor  results.  The  samples  almost  entirely  concerned 
one  producer  from  outside  the  Borough.  The  County  Council, 
who  are  the  Licensing  Authority,  were  informed  of  the  results 
and  the  War  Argicultural  Executive  Officer  was  called  in  to  deal 
with  the  case.  This  Officer,  after  much  investigation  both  at 
Farm  and  Dairy,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  inefficient  sterili¬ 
zation  of  utensils  was  the  main  cause  of  the  trouble  and  the 
matter  is  still  being  carefully  watched. 
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The  results  of  the  Pasteurised  milk  samples  were  good.  Only 
one  sample  failed,  the  number  of  bacteria  being  slightly  over  that 
prescribed. 

Four  of  the  samples  of  milk  examined  for  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli  were  taken  in  April.  Three  of  them  were  from 
producers  in  the  Borough  and  one  from  outside  the  Borough. 
Three  of  the  samples  (2  from  Borough  producers  and  1  from  an 
outside  producer)  were  found  to  contain  living  tubercle  bac  Hi. 
In  these  cases  the  M.O.H.  must  notify  the  County  M.O.H., 
who  in  turn  reports  the  matter  to  the  Animal  Health  Division 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  who  then  examine 
the  cattle  at  the  premises  where  the  milk  was  produced.  At  one 
farm  in  the  Borough  the  Veterinary  Inspector  found  that  four 
cows  had  been  sold  for  slaughter  from  the  herd  which  had 
produced  the  milk  in  question.  One  of  the  remaining  cows  was 
placed  under  restrictions  and  samples  of  milk  taken  which  proved 
negative.  This  suggests  that  one  or  more  of  the  four  cows  sent 
for  slaughter  may  have  been  responsible  for  the  initial  positive 
sample. 

At  the  other  farm  in  the  Borough  one  cow  was  ordered  to  be 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  Tuberculous  lesions 
were  found  and  these  lesions  included  one  in  the  udder.  Samples 
from  the  remaining  cows  proved  negative. 

At  the  farm  outside  the  Borough,  after  veterinary  examination 
and  sampling,  negative  results  were  obtained.  As  no  animal  had 
been  removed  from  the  herd  the  result  of  the  initial  sample  is, 
therefore,  not  explained.  It  may  be  that  the  infection  occurred 
through  the  use  of  some  utensil  that  had  not  been  efficiently 
sterilized,  as  this  producer  retails  milk  produced  at  the  farm 
referred  to  in  the  previous  case. 

In  June  nine  samples  were  submitted  and  were  all  found  to  be 
negative.  Of  fourteen  samples  submitted  in  July  three  were 
found  to  be  positive.  These  three  samples  concerned  producers 
outside  the  Borough.  At  one  farm  a  cow  was  slaughtered  and 
found  to  be  Tuberculous.  Further  samples  proved  negative. 
At  the  other  farm  the  examination  and  samples  proved  negative, 
and  again  the  condition  of  the  initial  sample  is  not  explained. 

In  September,  nine  samples  were  submitted  and  all  proved 
negative.  Of  nine  samples  submitted  in  November  one  was 
positive.  It  concerned  a  producer  outside  the  Borough.  Exami¬ 
nation  proved  that  one  cow  from  the  herd  had  been  sold  to  a 
knacker  and  the  Veterinary  Officer,  from  the  history  of  the  cow, 
thinks  it  is  highly  probable  that  it  was  Tuberculous.  One  cow 
was  placed  under  restriction  and  further  samples  were  taken, 
the  results  of  which  are  not  yet  to  hand. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  following  are  registered  under  the  various  Orders  and 
Regulations  : 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Dairymen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

The  number  of  cows  kept  in  the  district  is  about  100  ;  the 
various  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Seven  Dairymen  are  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin-tested  milk, 
and  two  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  have  been  regularly  inspected. 
They  have  been  satisfactorily  kept  and  have  given  no  cause  for 
complaint  during  the  year. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

The  procedure  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  who 
now  supervise  the  duties  to  be  carried  out  under  this  heading, 
requires  much  more  time  than  can  be  given  by  the  disinfector, 
who  used  to  spend  about  half  his  time  on  this  work,  and  in  July 
a  full-time  operative  was  employed.  He  was  sent  to  attend  the 
Ministry  of  Food’s  course  of  instruction,  but  only  remained  with 
us  until  the  beginning  of  August,  when  he  left,  having  secured  a 
better  appointment.  In  September  another  operative  was 
appointed.  He  was  also  trained  and  is  still  with  the  Department. 

The  work  has  been  heavy,  3,001  visits  of  inspection  to  various 
premises  being  made.  The  number  of  rats  found  dead  was  732. 
The  procedure  under  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  Orders  entails  pre¬ 
baiting  for  four  days  before  poisoning,  and  when  traps  are  used, 
the  placing  of  them  in  position  for  a  few  days  before  they  are  set. 
This  naturally  is  what  increases  the  work.  The  Department  is 
of  the  opinion  that  most  of  the  infestations  are  due  to  defective 
drainage  and  we  are  very  anxious  to  carry  out  a  poisoning 
campaign  of  the  Council’s  sewers,  but  have  not  been  able  to  find 
time  to  do  this  yet. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  six  inspections  were  made 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  the  requirements  of  the  Act  as  to 
Marking,  etc.,  have  been  well  observed. 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

During  the  year,  53  inspections  were  made. 
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DISINFECTION. 

In  infectious  cases,  bedding  and  clothing  are  removed  to  the 
Steam  Disinfector  at  Ded worth.  The  rooms  are  sprayed  and 
fumigated.  During  the  year  disinfections  were  as  follows  : 

Articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  ...  3621 

Articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  destroyed  ...  147 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Air  Raid  Shelters  sprayed  ...  ...  ...  197 

BED  BUGS. 

The  eradication  of  bed  bugs  during  the  warm  months  takes 
a  great  deal  of  time.  During  the  year  the  following  wotk  was 
carried  out  : 

Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  12 

Council  Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  64 

Other  Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

In  the  12  Council  houses  32  rooms  were  affected,  and  in  the 
64  other  houses  115  rooms. 

The  method  adopted  for  freeing  houses  from  bed  bugs  is  to 
spray  with  an  insecticide  ;  two  sprayings  with  an  interval  of 
eight  days  between  being  the  usual  process,  In  bad  infestations, 
one  of  the  proprietary  fumigating  blocks,  used  in  conjunction 
with  an  insecticide,  has  given  good  results.  The  work  is  carried  , 
out  by  the  department.  The  fumigating  blocks  used  are  Cimex, 
the  principal  insecticide  used  is  Zaldecide. 

OTHER  PESTS, 

The  department  was  called  upon  to  help 
of  other  pests,  as  under  : 

Ants  ...  ...  9  Fleas 

Wasps  ...  ...  109  Moths 

Beetles  ...  18  Lice 

FOOD  CONTROL. 

The  work  as  Enforcement  Inspector  to  the  Food  Control 
Committee  has  been  considerable  ;  1022  inspections  were  made. 


in  the  destruction 

.  7 

5 

•  •  •  •  •  •  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 


Baths,  Public  ...  . 

4 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

30 

Drainage  . 

151 

Dwelling  Houses — 

Disinfection . 

15 

Housing  Act  Inspections 

21 

,,  ,,  Re-inspections 

• 

18 

Infectious  Disease  ... 

17 

Overcrowding  ....  . 

104 

Public  Health  Act  Inspections  (Housing) 

197 

,,  ,,  ,,  Re-inspections  (Housing) 

65 

,,  ,,  ,,  Inspections  (other  than  Housing) 

267 

,,  ,,  ,,  Re-inspections  (  ,,  ,,  ,, 

) 

392 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

Verminous  Premises,  Council  Houses 

8 

,,  ,,  Other  Houses 

78 

Factories,  Shops,  etc. — 

Bakehouses,  Mechanical  ... 

9 

,,  Non-Mechanical 

9 

Factories,  Mechanical 

27 

,,  Non-Mechanical 

2 

Outworkers  ... 

3 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

4 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

4 

Shops  Acts  ... 

53 

Food  Control  ... 

1022 

Food  and  Drugs — Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

76 

Food  Preparing 

47 

Meat  Depots  . 

402 

Samples  Taken 

230 

Shops  re  Meat  ... 

463 

Shops  re  other  Foods  ... 

1117 

Slaughter  Houses 

492 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  . 

641 

Knackers’  Yards 

149 

Legal  Proceedings  and  Enquiries . 

35 

Markets  and  Stalls  ... 

56 

Merchandise  Marks  ... 

«  •  • 

1206 

Notices  served 

•  •  • 

14 
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Piggeries  and  Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Public  and  Other  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3001 

Other  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Rent  Restrictions — Furnished  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Unfurnished  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

References  to  other  Departments  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  7 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Shelters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Water  Courses  2 

Meetings  . .  44 


Total  .  10992 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  ARNOLD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


LUFF  &  SONS  LTD.,  PRINTERS,  WINDSON 


